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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  MARCH 
 

March 4 
PTA Mtg. 
9:30 A.M. 

 
March 10 

Parent/Teacher  
Conferences 

7-9 P.M. 
 

March 12 
Grade 6  

Recreation Night 
7-9 P.M. 

 
March 16 

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

9—12  
No Classes 

 
March 18 

PTA Dinner 
Inn at New Hyde Park 

6:30—10:30 P.M. 
 

March 19-20 
Aladdin 

7:30 P.M. 
@ MS 

 
March 23 

Board of Education Mtg. 
8:15 P.M. 

@HS 
 

March 26 
Early Dismissal 
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Maria Cafaro—Editor 

All of us at some time or other need help. Whether we’re giving or receiving help, each one of us has some-
thing valuable to bring to this world. That’s one of the things that connects us as neighbors – in our own 
way, each one of us is a giver and a receiver.  

~Fred Rogers in The World According to Mister Rogers   
 

Garden City Middle School  
The Only Designated Effective Practice Mentor School in Nassau County 

Dear Parents, 

The S³TAIR Project, Supporting Successful Strategies to Achieve Improved Results, is New York's Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) State Personnel Development Grant which is supported in 
part by the United States Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Services (OSEP) 
and the New York State Education Department’s Office of Vocational and Educational Services for 
Individuals with Disabilities (VESID).   The project is designed to improve outcomes for students 
with disabilities by helping educators throughout the State increase skills in literacy, positive be-
havior intervention, and special education instruction.  Through the S3TAIR Project, districts and 
schools that have effective, evidence based practices in these areas will mentor schools in need of 
assistance or intervention as they implement similar practices. It is based on the premises that:  

• Many schools and districts in New York State are providing evidence based effective practices      
        resulting in success for students with disabilities, and 
• These schools' and districts' experiences in implementing and maintaining effective practices 

can help other schools and districts attempting to improve outcomes for students with           
disabilities. 

Garden City Middle School received this mentor school designation because it has effectively im-
plemented best practice educational programs with special education support programs – pro-
grams grounded in middle-level philosophy which focus on high academic expectations and meet-
ing the social emotional needs of children.  Our student body, and all student subgroups, demon-
strated years of improved achievement across multiple measures; and the academic achievement 
occurred within a school environment of warmth and support.  Our faculty welcomes the opportu-
nity to further assist schools throughout our region and State to better meet the needs of their stu-
dents. We have a wonderful team of educators here at the Middle School.   

Of course, we also thank our Superintendent, Central Office and Board of Education Trustees for 
their ongoing support – it is their ongoing support which enables us to have the needed resources 
to provide such an outstanding program for all of our students. At the March School Board Meet-
ing, Mr. Harry Dean, the Administrative Coordinator for Best Practices and Research with Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES, will present our District with a certificate and banner in honor of our achievement. 
Highlights of our validated best practice program may be found online at:  

 http://www.s3tairproject.org/showcase/garden-city  

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff Ed.D.  



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

 
New York State Assessments 

Math Testing Schedule 
May 5, 2010-May 7, 2010 

 
New York State Assessments 

English Language Arts Testing Schedule 
April 26, 2010-April 29, 2010 

  MONDAY 
April 26 

TUESDAY 
April 27 

WEDNESDAY 
April 28 

THURSDAY 
April 29 

Grade 8 X X     

Grade 7     X 
 

X 
 

Grade 6 X 
 

X 
 

X 
 

  

 WEDNESDAY 
May 5 

THURSDAY 
May 6 

FRIDAY 
May 7 

Grade 8 X 
 

X 
 

  

Grade 7 X 
 

X 
 

  

Grade 6   X 
 

X 
 

                                  Change in School Calendar 

 Due to the two snow days, school will be in session on April 6 and May 28.   

2009-2010 Yearbook  
 Don't miss out on the opportunity to capture your child's middle school memories ! Place your 2009-2010 year-
book order today! 
    Order online jostensyearbooks.com 
    By Phone 1-866-282-1516    (Toll-free 24 hours) 
    By Fax  1-866-282-1514    (Toll-free 24 hours) 
 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

Sowing the Seeds... 
 Seventh grade English students read the novel Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman.  As a culminating writing activity, 
students wrote an original vignette taking on the role of a “seedfolk.”  Using the vignettes from the novel as a model, 
the students created an original character.  Included in their vignettes was their character’s background or ethnicity, 
how their character comes across the garden, how their character interacts with other characters (from the novel) in the 
garden, what their character  grows in the garden (or how he or she  participates in the garden), and what their charac-
ter gains from the garden.  Below are excerpts from student vignettes. 

Hye Su 
I need money.  Dry cleaning shop not enough. I work there with my sister, Sae Young.  When Sae Young fire 

assistant, I come from Korea.  I help.  I go back when she find new worker.  I need money to save for plane ride.  It ex-
pensive.  I save all money, but still not enough.  Need another job. 
 Sae Young tell me about garden.  It was filthy lot.  But community clean it up.  Now it is beautiful place.  She 
say I can sell crop.  I grow beans, like Korea.  I go every day after work.  I water, weed, fertilize, harvest, sell.  I care 
about crops.  Very much.  Man Sam tell me I too dedicated.  It possibly true.  But I need good plant to sell.  A better 
crop is better profit.  I will sell on stand outside dry cleaning shop.  It get good business.  I get gardening tips from Tío 
Juan.  He Guatemalan.  He used to be gardener in native country. 
 One day bean gone.  Just one plant.  But other’s plants missing too.  All gardeners mad.  We think someone 
hate us.  Or garden.  Or both.  Next day trash on Tío Juan sweet peppers.  We all move it.  Smell like liquor.  Only some 
peppers ruined.  It was terrible day.  But no bad happens in next weeks. 
~Samantha LaRose 

Maria 
 English- the language fascinates me greatly. When I write, I can’t stop. Back in Italy I took an English writing 
class at the school I attended.  Ahhh, I remember those lovely days fondly. I would sit in the back of the classroom and 
write away. You could practically hear by pen touching the paper throughout the entire class; I’m not exaggerating ei-
ther. Sometimes I would stay up from dusk until dawn on the weekends and write poems and short stories in my room. 
My mama would come in and yell at me but I didn’t care. Her dream was for me to be a star soccer player just like my 
grandfather when he was my age. But me, I don’t want to run around the field all day; I want to write. Once an idea 
pops into my head, I can’t back away from the paper. All my life I had been dying to move to America in order to ex-
perience the magic of the English language. That was ten years ago. Now I am eighteen and old enough to leave this 
country. I told my mother that I am going to train to be a soccer player in America but I lied. I am going there to be-
come an author. Tonight I am going to leave a note on my bed, pack my things, and catch a plane to Cleveland. 
~Casey McLeod 

Guadalupe 
 Growing up in Mexico with my family was great. We loved one another, had great friends, ate great food, and 
had everything we needed. School, on the other hand, was not so great. I struggled from an early age. I used to wish 
that my parents would help me, but they couldn’t. My father was always working and my mother was sick a lot. I will 
never forget the day when my parents told me about a man that would smuggle our family across the U.S. border. On 
December 11, 1970, everyone in my family hid in the back of a smelly, dirty truck- everyone but my father. My mother 
said that the ride would be life threatening. I was young at the time, 10 years old, so I couldn’t understand what was 
going on. Why were we leaving our nice village? What made my mother choose such a risky path? Was there no other 
way? The scariest part of the ride was when we stopped in “No Man’s Land”. That’s what my mother called it. That is 
the section where Mexico and the United States meet. It is also the place where the strange men with guns waited. They 
would stand there making sure nobody was smuggling people across the border. They didn’t know that the driver of 
the truck was smuggling people, and that the people were my family. 
~Elaina Blair 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

Carissa 
 I always wanted to see America- “the land of opportunity.” Well, that’s what my friends call it. I got the idea to 
come here after looking through a food magazine one morning. Some of the greatest chefs in the world have restaurants 
here.  I thought that this would be the best place for me to open up my restaurant. I knew it was time for me to say 
good-bye to my friends and family and come to the place that would make me a famous chef again. I was ready to cook 
the finest food in the country. When I arrived in Cleveland, my hopes for becoming a chef vanished. That was ten years 
ago. I miss France every day. I wish I was there; the sight of people filling the streets and children running up and 
down the alleys is a wonderful memory I have. I remember the farmer’s markets on every corner filled with fresh 
picked fruits and vegetables. I also miss the heavenly smell of the finest French foods. Every moment living in Cleve-
land, I wish I was back home. Now, when I step outside, I see dealers on the street and people getting robbed all the 
time. When I walk out of my apartment, I smell putrid garbage. Every nearby town thinks they are better than us be-
cause they have more money. They drive by and drop all of their garbage in our little town. It makes the town’s mem-
bers, myself included, furious that these people come in and pollute our town. They are not better than us! 
~Annie Ostrowski 

Adelmo 
 In Cuba it is common for you to go to bed with the sounds of neighbors shouting as gunshots are fired.  You are 
among many villagers, who in earlier times, never knew of such violence.  I left Cuba the night the insurgents ran-
sacked my home.  My father was pulled from his bed, and executed before my eyes.  A year before, on the exact date, 
my mother was murdered in the same fashion.  After the soldiers killed my father, they drank his liquor and came look-
ing for me.  I ran as fast as my sneakers would take me.  I jumped on a fishing boat, and along with many political refu-
gees, I journeyed to America… 
 A loud siren is heard.  I become scared.  I have a flashback to the night my father was killed.  The same sounds 
of scrambling feet make me uneasy.  I run around.  I look like a crazy man.  I hide by a wall.  I see a uniformed man 
come to the woman.  I wonder if he will shoot her.  No, he offers help.  She point to me and  discloses my hiding place.  
I am frightened.  I do not want to be involved.  He gestures and thanks me for my help.  I retreat to my spot by the gar-
bage pail.  I take out my harmonica and play a melody to soothe myself and the girl.  When I am finished, she is gone. 
~Michael Crapotta 

Charlie 
 Boom! That was the only sound I could hear for about twenty minutes. After I got out of the building, I looked 
up and the only thing I could see was smoke and papers flying around the sky. I moved to New York City from Eng-
land five years before this event took place in search of a good paying job. The day of this event was September 11th, 
2001. It started out like an average day, but ended as one of the worst days of my life. A plane had crashed into my 
building. I could remember running, looking back, and seeing all of my memories fall down with the World Trade Cen-
ter. After this tragic event, my mate Alexander and I wanted to move out of New York City. With the little money we 
had, we bought a small apartment on Gibb Street in Cleveland. Alexander and I hadn’t found any jobs yet, but we were 
happy to have an apartment away from the awful memories. The movers said it would take three weeks to move all of 
our belongings. We decided that this would be a great opportunity to visit our families in England. My family is very 
poor back home. I am one of sixteen kids. My mum probably could have handled three kids just fine, but with sixteen, I 
was lucky to be fed. This was the main reason I moved away from home. 
~James O’ Sullivan 

Erin 
 After about a month, we had fully grown strawberries. Chance would pick the best looking ones each week. 
Half of them he would keep for us, and the other half he would give to Kim, our neighbors, and people around the gar-
den. Every time we go to the garden, people all come up to me and tell me how sweet my son is. We have all become 
great friends. Especially a girl named Maricela and I. She is pregnant and she comes to me for advice on being a single 
mom a lot. 
~Alexis Leighton 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

“Read, Write, Listen, SPEAK and DEBATE!” 

In Ms. Paloubis’ Speech and Debate class, students are offered the opportunity to practice and refine the skills 
of communication while developing the self-confidence needed to speak in front of an audience. Since they have to 
learn the techniques of speaking before participating in a formal debate, the students take part in several activities to 
enhance their speaking and writing skills. Students begin the course by analyzing famous speeches – both the content 
and the way in which they were delivered. This past October, while they were writing their first speech, the students 
were visited by Elise May, a speech specialist, who helped them explore the ideas of physical awareness, breath control, 
stage fright, maintaining focus, and engaging your audience. By the time their sessions with Mrs. May were over, the 
students were ready to deliver their first speech.  

To prepare for this speech the students were asked to interview a fellow classmate and think of a clever way to 
present his or her life to the rest of the class. Students’ ideas ranged from pretending their subject was receiving a Life-
time Achievement Award to taking the role of a game show host and pretending the subject has just won the grand 
prize. This activity served as a great way for the students to gain confidence in themselves and get to know and feel 
comfortable with the others around them. Getting to know their audience helped to relieve some of the stress of public 
speaking.   

The students’ next task was to deliver a demonstration speech in which they had to teach their classmates how 
to do something. Some of the demonstrations included how to make tie dye shirts, how to change the oil in a car, and 
how to make a hat, among other things. Students were encouraged to use visuals for this speech, such as props or 
Power Point presentations. The students learned that paying attention to detail is a very important part of presenting 
information to an audience.  

In order to ensure accuracy in their speeches, much of the students’ time is spent in the library where they re-
search the topic they will be speaking about. The students utilized the library before delivering their Problem in Society 
speech in which they discussed issues facing the world today. The students were able to choose their own topics which 
included censorship, world hunger, and conserving energy. These speeches included more than just a description of the 
problem; the students introduced the problem and offered solutions as well. Much class time is dedicated to research-
ing, rehearsing, editing, and perfecting speeches like this.  

For their final speech, the students are currently working cooperatively to create an infomercial on a product of 
their own creation. They are thoroughly enjoying using their creativity and preparing for this final speech, however; 
they are also eagerly awaiting the debate portion of the class which begins a few weeks into the second quarter. Beyond 
being exciting and fun, debate will further provide the avenue for students to develop critical, lifelong communication 
skills. The skills that the students learn and practice in Speech and Debate build their confidence and ensure that they 
possess the ability to make a powerful impact on the society in which they live. Walk by Ms. Paloubis’ room on any 
Day 1 during Period 9 and see these great minds at work!  

Get Students Hooked on Books 
 Finding it hard to get your child excited about reading?  Peak their interests about literature 
on You Tube!    Publishing companies are creating book trailers, just like movie trailers,  for many 
young adult novels.  Go to youtube.com and search for the title of the book. Try searching for one of 
these young adult titles: Found by Margaret Peterson Haddix, Airman by Eoin Colfer, and 39 Clues by 
Rick Riordan. 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

The Dead Poet’s Society Wins Distinguished Award for 2009 Magazine 

 Our English Department’s literary magazine, Dead Poets Society, was designated a “superior” ranked publica-
tion for 2009 by the Association of Educators in English, Literacy, and Language Arts. Special congratulations go out to 
Joyce Cini, the advisor last year, the student editors, the entire English Department, and the supporting Art Department 
for a job very well done!  

The Dead Poet’s Society—An After-School Club  
 The Dead Poets’ Society is gearing up for what they hope to be another successful year. The club’s name pays 
homage to the 1989 film starring Robin Williams, wherein an English professor inspires his students to find meaning 

and relevance in the poetry of distinguished writers. Therefore, contrary to some of the middle school students’ beliefs, 
the club does not partake in any zombie rituals or séances with deceased poets. Just like the students in the movie,     

the club seeks to encourage students to evolve as individuals and as writers through various writing activities. 
 In the past two years, the school’s literary magazine has been awarded a ranking of Superior by NCTE 
(National Council of Teachers of English) under the supervision of former English teacher, Mrs. Cini. This is a very high 
honor, and the club is looking forward to maintaining this distinction with the release of this year’s magazine. The 
members of this year’s club and its advisor, 8th grade English teacher, Ms. Zafiropoulos, have decided on a theme for 
this year’s magazine that they feel best represents the club’s core principles: Individuality. The magazine will be re-
leased in June and will highlight the many interests and passions of the students here at GCMS. The club just recently 
announced the winner for the cover contest, Iris Chang, who created a cover that best represented the theme of indi-
viduality. Ms. Zafiropoulos would like to thank all of the students for their contributions and reminds them that the 
club is always looking for artwork to accompany the writing that will be published in the magazine. 
 The Dead Poets’ Society welcomes any student who has an interest in writing and/or drawing to attend meet-
ings. During weekly meetings, members of the club may write new pieces, work on revisions, or create artwork for the 
magazine. The club is also more than happy to accept submissions for the magazine from students who are unable to 
attend meetings due to other after-school commitments. For more information regarding the club, students are encour-
aged to visit Ms. Zafiropoulos in room 156. Happy writing! 

Choosing a “Good” Book 
 Helping your child find a “good” book can be a challenge for young adults and their parents.  
Literature that is engaging and exciting for young adults, while at the same time appropriate for this “in 
between” age group, can be difficult to find.   Young adult readers don’t have to read books that are 
intended for high school students or adults.  There are numerous books that will relate to their physical, 
social, and emotional needs.  The following websites are just two resources to ease this selection proc-
ess.   
• Young Adult Library Services Association  www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists 

Book lists are organized into many categories, for example, by genre, by award, and by  topic.   
•      Kathleen Odean http://www.kathleenodean.com 

Kathleen Odean travels throughout the country giving lectures and seminars about books for children and 
teens.  Her website includes booklists as well Tips for Parents and other helpful links.  In addition, she is the 
author of Great Books for Girls, Great Books for Boys, and Great Books for Things Kids Love. 

  
 Of course, your child’s English teacher, the librarians at the  Middle School and the Garden City Public Library, 
and your child’s friends are also excellent resources. Happy reading! 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

Ms. Rousku’s Art Corner 
 Two students from Ms. Lori Rousku's Garden City Middle School eighth grade art 
class, Connor McCullough and Emily Schlapp, have been chosen to show their artwork at 
the 20th Annual Legislative Student Art Exhibition hosted by NYSATA (New York State 
Art Teacher's Association). The exhibition took place Monday, Feb. 22 - Feb. 26. The opening reception was 
on Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2010, 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. in the Legislative Office Building, Albany, N.Y. 
 Ms. Rousku's students worked on their art projects in class, focusing on the fundamental elements 
of observational drawing. They were inspired by the realistic approach of graphic artist, M.C. Escher. Stu-
dents were asked to draw their hands using blind contour, and modified contour techniques. They learned 
how to achieve a three-dimensional appearance on a two-dimensional picture plane by applying value with 
a graphite pencil. Students were then asked to compose a refined drawing of their hands holding their fa-
vorite object. 
 Afterwards, they were instructed to complete their piece by adding color to their object. They 
learned advanced blending techniques with the colored pencil. The results were astonishing! Ms. Rousku 
and the Fine Arts Department are very proud of Emily and Connor’s hard work! Congratulations on a job 
well done! 

Mike Vaccaro, Columnist and Author, Visits the Middle School  
 Mike Vaccaro from the New York Post, visited Mr. Menges's Sports and History class on January 26, 
2010.  Mike Vaccaro has covered all of the New York teams and has been a columnist for the New York Post for the 
past fifteen years.  He has also written three books: 1941, Emperors and Idiots, and The First Fall Classic: the 1912 
World Series.  Mr. Vaccarro spoke mostly about the 1912 World Series.  His discussion combined baseball with the 
history of the day.  He explained the 1912 presidential election between Woodrow Wilson, William H. Taft, and 
Theodore Roosevelt.  He pointed out that in the middle of this dramatic World Series, Teddy Roosevelt suffered a 
gunshot wound during a campaign speech.  Mr. Vaccaro also explained that scandals plagued baseball in 1912 
much like today.  In 1912,  gambling threatened the integrity of the game, much like steroids do today. Mr. Vac-
caro gave plenty of time for the seventh graders to ask questions. The middle school students and staff were very 
excited for his visit and are very grateful for his efforts. 

Team Fuchsia Raises Money for Haiti  
 One seventh grade team, Team Fuchsia, led by their teachers, Mr. Bradshaw, Ms. Dumar, Ms. Dilworth, Ms. 
Zaferiou,  Ms. Fitterer, and Ms. Young, raised $3,000 for relief for victims of the earthquake in Haiti.  The students made 
gift baskets with various themes to be auctioned to faculty, staff, and students at the Middle School.  All of the baskets 
had a theme.  Some of the themes were “movie night,” “books, “ and “video games.”  One of the baskets was filled with 
Yankee memorabilia; another basket was filled with luxurious beauty products.  Donations by students on the team 
filled thirty-one baskets!  The teachers and students on Team Fuchsia sold raffle tickets before, during, and after school.   
Raffle tickets were drawn randomly and the winners were announced during the afternoon announcements.   
 Thank you to everyone who contributed!  Team Fuchsia would like to offer a special thanks to Ms. Heid and 
Ms. Beovich for their contributions.   



THE GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 

 

 

     

    

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

  The Brooklyn Nine 
By Alan Gratz 
 
Baseball is in the Schneider family blood. Each member of this family, from family foun-
der Felix Schneider in the 1800s to Snider Flint in the present day, has a strong tie to the 
game and to Brooklyn. Through the years this family has dodged bullets on a battlefield, 
pitched perfect games, and dealt with the devastating loss of family and the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. Nine innings—nine generations. One game—one family. Through it all, one 
thing remains true: the bonds of family are as strong as a love of the game. 

      

 

  Viola in Reel Life 
By Adriana Trigiani 
 
I'm marooned. Abandoned. Left to rot in boarding school . . .  
Viola doesn't want to go to boarding school, but somehow she ends up at an all-girls 
school in South Bend, Indiana, far, far away from her home in Brooklyn, New York. 
Now Viola is stuck for a whole year in the sherbet-colored sweater capital of the world. 
Ick.There's no way Viola's going to survive the year—especially since she has to replace 
her best friend Andrew with three new roommates who, disturbingly, actually seem to 
like it there. She resorts to viewing the world (and hiding) behind the lens of her video 
camera. Boarding school, though, and her roommates and even the Midwest are nothing 
like she thought they would be, and soon Viola realizes she may be in for the most in-
credible year of her life, but first she has to put the camera down and let the world in. 

  
    

 
  

  Funny Business 
Compiled and edited by Leonard S. Marcus 
 
"A joke isn’t a joke if you need to explain it," notes author Leonard S. Marcus. "Even so, 
the hidden clockwork of comedy . . . has long been considered one of the great riddles of 
life." There are many kinds of humor, but capturing their essence on paper is a remarka-
bly difficult (and often undervalued) skill. So how do authors create books that not only 
stand the tests of time but also make us laugh? In thirteen fascinating interviews, well-
loved writers of humorous books for children discuss an array of topics, from their 
sources of inspiration to the ways they began writing, from their revision processes to 
childhood anecdotes to the value they place on comedy in their work and lives. Beauti-
fully designed and thoughtfully edited, this collection is bound to tickle the fancy of 
children and adults alike. 


